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Fiction

1.  TO ALL THE BOYS I’VE 
LOVED BEFORE – Jenny Han

2.  CRAZY RICH ASIANS   
– Kevin Kwan

3.  CHINA RICH GIRLFRIEND  
– Kevin Kwan

4.  THE NEXT PERSON YOU 
MEET IN HEAVEN   
– Mitch Albom

5.  RICH PEOPLE PROBLEMS  
– Kevin Kwan

6.  LETTERS TO GOD   
– Norhafsah Hamid

7. BREATHE – Dr Beni Rusani

8.  MARRIAGE AND MUTTON 
CURRY    
– M. Shanmughalingam

9.  ORIGIN – Dan Brown

10.  KINGDOM OF ASH (THRONE 
OF GLASS) – Sarah J. Maas

Non-Fiction
1.  THE SARAWAK REPORT  

– Clare Rewcastle Brown

2.  DR WHO?!: CAPTURING THE 
LIFE AND TIMES OF A 
LEADER IN CARTOONS  
– Datuk Lat

3.  1MDB: THE SCANDAL THAT 
BROUGHT DOWN A 
GOVERNMENT   
– P. Gunasegaram and Kinibiz

4.  THE SUBTLE ART OF NOT 
GIVING A F*CK   
– Mark Manson

5.  IKIGAI: THE JAPANESE 
SECRET TO A LONG AND 
HAPPY LIFE – Héctor García 
and Francesc Miralles

6.  UNSHAKEABLE   
– Aiman Azlan

7.  THE COLOUR OF 
INEQUALITY    
– Muhammed Abdul Khalid

8.  WORLD OF FLOWERS   
– Johanna Basford

9.  A DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE  
– Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad

10.  SAPIENS – Noah Yuval Harari

The Spear of Atlantis
Author: Andy McDermott
Publisher: Headline
ISBN: 9781472236845

THIS is McDermott’s newest 
Wilde and Chase novel (after 
King Solomon’s Curse) in which 
the intrepid pair find 
themselves in another race 
against time to save the world 
before modern civilisation is 
brought to its knees in another 
gripping thriller.

World-famous archaeologist 
Nina Wilde and her husband, 
ex-SAS bodyguard Eddie 
Chase, believe their days of 
danger are behind them, and 
that they can now relax and 
enjoy life with their daughter Macy. But 
something always crops up.

When a ludicrously wealthy Emir holds 
an exhibition of priceless Atlantis artefacts 
on the maiden voyage of his luxurious cruise 
ship Atlantia, he invites Nina as his guest 
of honour. Unfortunately, Nina, as always, 
is a magnet for trouble. 

A priceless artefact goes missing during 
a daring raid on the cruise ship. When Nina 
is framed for the theft, she has no choice 

but to flee. On the run, Nina discovers that 
a shadowy group is searching for an ancient 
Atlantean weapon with great destructive 

power. 
Meanwhile, Eddie is roped 

in to help out and as usual, he 
has to call on a multi-talented 
team of friends to assist him. 

He must also risk his own life 
to learn who is behind this 
heist.

Hunted by enemies with 
deadly ambitions, only Nina 
and Eddie can unearth the truth 
before a devastating force is 
unleashed on the world. 

Much of The Spear of 
Atlantis takes place either at 
sea, or across Spain. Nina 

manages to get some chapters of her own 
in the novel, as she works out some 
extremely complex clues while trying to 
stay one step ahead of the bad guys.

McDermott has got his characters down 
to the letter. He’s extremely entertaining, 
and full of surprises here. 

The baddies are a mixed and varied 
bunch, and a rather interesting and unusual 
couple is thrown in to spice up the thriller. 
An enjoyable read. – M.L.M.

Pages & Co: Tilly and the Bookwanderers
Author: Anna James
Illustrator: Paola Escobar
Publisher: HarperCollins Children’s Books 
ISBN: 9780008229863

THERE is nothing quite like 
getting into the thick of things 
in a good book – unless it is quite 
literally getting into the thick of 
things in a good book.

And I’m not talking about an 
overactive imagination either. 
I’m talking about certain people’s 
special ability to enter into the 
story physically. Now, wouldn’t 
that be cool?

Welcome to Pages & Co, a 
bookshop owned by Tilly Pages’ 
grandparents. She is raised by 
them after her father’s death and 
her mother’s mysterious disappearance. 

The lonely orphan finds comfort in her many 
books. Of course, she never expected her 
favourite characters to suddenly appear in the 

flesh in her gransparents’ shop. 
Until one day, first Anne of Green Gables, 

and then Alice from Wonderland come to visit, 
and Tilly’s bookish adventures became very 

real.
Not only does Tilly discover that 

she can follow Anne and Alice into 
their thrilling worlds, but she also 
realises that she can actually enter 
into any story she chooses.

As she learns about how special 
her grandparents are and her own 
unique background, Tilly is 
determined to use her new-found 
ability – called bookwandering – to 
help solve the mystery of what 
happened to her mother. But 
danger may be lurking on the very 
next page ...

This is the author’s debut novel 
about the magic of books and the power of 
imagination, and it is definitely intriguing 
enough to keep the young ones entertained. 
– K.K. Wong

Get 20% OFF with this coupon for this book at selected MPH Bookstores: MPH Subang Parade, 
Alpha Angle, Mid Valley, Alamanda Putrajaya, Gurney Plaza, Bangsar Village, Johor Baru City Square, 
Publika, Setia City Mall, NU Sentral, D’Pulze & Melawati Mall from Nov 14, 2018 - Nov 28, 2018. Not 
applicable with ongoing promotions. On a while-stocks-last basis. Terms and conditions apply.

On herBY S. INDRA SATHIABALAN 

L
AWYER-TURNED-
WRITER Aneeta 
Sundararaj was more well-
known for her articles that 

were featured in local 
newspapers and magazines – 
until her first book, The Banana 
Leaf Men, was published in 2003. 

That book gained her 
recognition as an author, and she 
was soon busy ghost-writing for 
other people. 

During that time, she also 
came out with e-books such as 
Ladoo Dog: Tales of a Sweet 
Dachshund, and How to Tell a 
Great Story. 

But a chance encounter with a 
reader of her first book 
convinced her 
that it was 
time to 
come 
out 
with 
new, 

> Aneeta Sudararaj decided to give up the 
ghost, and return to writing her own books

original works. 
This year, she has two books 

out. The first is Two Snakes 
Whistling at the Same Time 
(MPH, RM32.90), which is a 
compilation of 13 short stories, 
and the second is her self-
published novel, The Age of 
Smiling Secrets (RM35.90). 

Many of the stories in Two 
Snakes Whistling at the 

Same Time are based on 
her own experiences, 

and some of the key 
characters are a 
representation of 
herself. 

Her hometown 
Alor Star is also 
featured quite 
prominently 
throughout the 
book.  

The title is 
taken from 

one of the 
stories 
within Two 
Snakes, 
which tells 

of her 
experience 

working 
with a 

about involuntary conversion 
and murder. They wanted me to 
change the whole thing. 

“They wanted me to make it 
about murder, and created this 
huge scene in which the mother 
prevented the conversion. 

“So I said it did not make 
sense. I am a lawyer and people 
will laugh at me. Their response 
was: ‘We don’t really care what 

Malaysian readers 
and writers think’.” 

So she decided to 
publish the book 
herself. 

By the time The 
Age of Smiling Secrets 
was ready in 2013, she 
had suffered a series 
of painful losses, 
including the death of 
her pet dog Ladoo and 
then, her father (both 
of which inspired two 
of the stories in Two 
Snakes).

“When my father died two 
years ago, I started picking up my 
life again, and working on The 
Age of Smiling Secrets again. 

“I sent one of the chapters 
(The Legend of Nagakanna) to the 
Commonwealth Writers, and 
they accepted the chapter 
because they were doing an 
anthology on indenture (Writings 
from the Descendants of 
Indenture: We Mark Your 
Memory).”

This gave her the 
courage to self-
publish her novel. 

She had help 
from MPH on the 
design of the cover 
and typesetting of 
The Age of Smiling 
Secrets since MPH 
has already agreed 
to publish her short 
stories (Two 
Snakes).

Coincidentally, 
both books featured 
snakes on the cover. 

What asked what was the deal 
with that, Aneeta laughed and 
said: “It just happened. I did not 
plan to have so many snakes in 
my life.” 

While the snakes in Two 
Snakes appeared in a dream, the 
snakes in Smiling Secrets refer to 
characters in the novel. 

Both books are currently on 
sale at major bookstores.

publication and 
a nasty boss. 

It’s not the 
first story in the 
book, but Aneeta 
said: “The title 
was a dream and 
I just liked it as a 
title, and the title 
fit that story.”  

The first 
story in the 
compilation, 
Eyes Sewn Shut, 
tells the story of 
a woman named Lalitha who is 
trying to make arrangements for 
her father’s funeral, but is 
hampered by demanding 
relatives.

Aneeta admitted that the 
story was based on her father’s 
funeral, and the drama caused by 
some of her relatives.  

There is also another story 
about a man who wants to hire 
her to ghost-write his book, but 
refuses to pay the price she asks. 

He even has the 
gall to tell her that 
if she writes his 
book for free, she 
will go to heaven. 

Aneeta said 
with a laugh that 
most of the lines in 
the book are 
written verbatim 
from 
conversations she 
has had with real 
people.

As for The Age 
of Smiling Secrets, 
the story was something she 
finished writing in 2010, and sent 
to a publisher in the UK. 

However, the publisher didn’t 
really understand her story, and 
was asking her to make changes 
which did not really go with 
what she was trying to convey. 

She said: “They did not 
understand the fundamental 
aspects of my story, which was 

own terms
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